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TO  THE  UNIVERSITY  COURT  OF  ABERDEEN. 


University  of  Edinburgh,  January  8,  1862. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I  have  the  honour  to  announce  to 
you  that  I  have  become  a  Candidate  for  the  Chair  of  Che¬ 
mistry  in  the  University  of  Aberdeen,  vacant  by  the  death 
of  Professor  Fyfe. 

Permit  roe  to  explain  the  advantages  which  I  have 
possessed  for  becoming  acquainted  with  the  science  which 
I  profess.  Having  gone  through  the  usual  Courses  of  a 
Medical  Education,  and  become  a  Member  of  the  College 

o 

of  burgeons  of  London,  I  studied  Chemistry  for  more  than 
two  years  under  Professor  Frankland,  at  Owen’s  College,  in 
Manchester  being  first  his  pupil,  and  then  his  assistant ; 
and  afterwards  studied  at  Heidelberg,  in  the  laboratory  of 
Professor  Bunsen,  remaining  two  years  under  that  distin¬ 
guished  Chemist. 

I1  rom  thence,  in  1 859,  I  came  to  the  University  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  as  Demonstrator  to  the  Chemical  Class,  where  I  have 
enjoyed  extensive  opportunities  of  teaching  :  the  Practical 
Classes  having  been  entrusted  to  me  by  the  Professor. 

I  beg  to  refer  to  the  Testimonial  of  Professor  Lyon 
Playfair,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  I  have  performed  these 
duties  ;  and  I  may  be  permitted  to  state,  at  the  same  time, 
that  I  was  called  to  the  office  which  I  now  fill  without  any 
personal  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  Professor,  but  wholly 
from  the  favourable  opinion  which  he  entertained  of  my 
published  Researches.  A  list  of  these  I  append,  and  refer 
for  the  opinion  entertained  in  regard  to  them,  to  the  Testi¬ 
monials  of  distinguished  Chemists. 
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I  shall  shortly  have  the  gratification  to  lay  these  Testi¬ 
monials  before  yon. 

Trusting  that  the  ample  opportunities  which  I  have 
enjoyed  of  becoming  intimately  acquainted  with  the  newest 
modes  of  original  research,  and  with  the  habits  of  teaching 
the  rapidly  altering  science  of  Chemistry  at  different  Univer¬ 
sities,  will  entitle  my  claims  to  your  favourable  consideration, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  faithful  and  obedient  Servant, 

J.  ALFRED  WANKLYN, 

M.R.C.S.,  Loncl.;  F.R.S.E.,  &c. 

Demonstrator  of  Chemistry  in  the  University 
of  Edinburgh. 


TITLES  OF  CHEMICAL  PAPERS 


PUBLISHED  BY 

J,  ALFRED  WANKLYN, 

M.R.C.S.,  LOND  ,  F.R.S.E. 

DEMONSTRATOR  OF  CHEMISTRY  IN  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  EDINBURGH. 


I.  On  Cadmium-ethyl. 

Chemical  Society,  Qu  J.  IX.  page  193.  In  Abstract  in  Erdmann’s  Journal 
fur  praktische  Ckemie,  LXX.,  292  :  also  in  the  Chem.  Centralblatt 
(1856),  943. 

2  On  a  new  mode  of  preparing  Propionic  Acid ,  viz.,  by  the  action 
of  Carbonic  Acid  upon  an  Ethyl- compound. 

Chem.  Society,  Qu.  Journal,  XI,,  103.  Also,  in  the  Annales  de  Chimie  ct  de 
Physique,  (3)  LIIL,  42.  Also,  Annalen  der  Chemie  u  Pharmacie  von 
Liebig  u  Wohler,  CVII.,  125. 

3.  On  some  new  Ethyl- compounds,  containing  the  Alkali-met  als~ 

Proceedings  of  the  London  Royal  Society  (1858).  Also,  Annalen  der  Chemie 
u  Pharmacie  von  Liebig  u  Wohler,  CVITL,  67.  Also,  Chemical  Gazette, 

1858,  page  455.  Also,  Philos.  Mag.  (4),  XVII.,  225,  Also,  Che- 
misches  Centralblatt  1859,  p.  2.  Also,  Journ.  fur  praktische  Chemie 
(Erdmann)  LXXVI.,  359.  Also,  Annales  de  Chimie  et  de  Physique, 
(3)  LV.,  342.  Also,  Rep.  Chimie  pure,  I.,  256. 

4.  On  the  action  of  Carbonic  Oxide  on  Sodium-alcohol. 

Proceedings  of  the  London  Royal  Society,  IX.,  697.  Also,  Annalen  der 
Chemie  u  Pharmacie  von  Liebigu  Wohler,  CX.,  111. 

5.  Synthesis  of  Acetic  Acid. 

Proceedings  of  the  London  Royal  Society,  X.,  4.  Also,  Annalen  der 
Chemie  u  Pharmacie  von  Liebig  u  Wohler,  CXL,  234.  Also,  Philos. 
Magazine,  (4)  XVIII.,  534.  Also,  Chemical  Gazette  1859,  317. 
Also,  Annales  de  Chimie  et  de  Physique,  (3)  LVIL,  358.  Also, 
Journal  fur  pr.  Chemie,  LXXV1II.,  123.  Also,  Chem.  Centralblatt 

1859,  847. 

6.  On  Zinc-methyl , 

Proceedings  of  the  Edinburgh  Royal  Society.  Also,  Quarterly  Journal  of 
the  Chemical  Society,  XIII.,  124.  Also  Zeitschrift  der  Chemie  u 
Pharm.  (I860)  590.  Also,  Annales  de  Chimie  et  de  Physique  (3)  LX. 
236.  Also,  Rep.  Chimie  pure,  II.  402. 
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7.  On  the  Movements  of  Gases® 

Philosophical  Magazine,  1861. 

8.  Action  of  Zinc  upon  Iodide  of  Ethylene. 

(By  Yon  Thann  and  Wanklyn.)  Chemical  Society  Qu.  J.  XII.  258.  Also, 
Annalen  der  Chemie  u  Ph.  von  Liebig  u  Wohler,  CXII.,  201.  Also, 
Chem.  Centralblatt,  I860,  95. 

9.  Action  of  Sodium  upon  Iodide  of  Methyl  and  Ether. 

(By  Wanklyn  and  Buckeisen.)  Chemical  Society,  Qu.  J.  XIII.,  140. 
Also,  Annalen  der  Ch.  u  Ph.  von  Liebig  u  Wohler,  CXYI.  329.  Also, 
Zeitschrift  der  Cb.  u  Ph.  1860,  592.  Also  Chem.  Centralblatt,  1861, 
127. 

10.  On  Hydride  of  Iron. 

(By  Wanklyn  and  Carius.)  Annalen  der  Chemie  u  Pharra.  von  Liebig  u 
Wohler  (1861). 

Also,  in  Abstract  in  “  Zeitschrift  der  Chemie  u  Pharm.  (1861). 

11.  On  a  mode  of  talcing  the  density  of  vapour  of  volatile  liquids 

at  temperatures  below  the  boiling  point. 

(By  Playfair  and  Wanklyn.)  Transactions  of  the  Koyal  Society  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  1861. 

1  2  Supplement  to  the  last  paper. 

(By  Playfair  and  Wanklyn.)  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh, 

13.  On  the  action  of  Hy  dr  iodic  Acid  upon  Mannite. 

(By  Wanklyn  and  Erlenmeyer)  read  before  the  Royal  Society  of  London, 
November,  1861. 


*  This  is  a  physical  paper. 
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I. — From  Dr  Lyon  Playfair,  C.B.,  F.R.S.,  L.  &  E.,  formerly 
President  of  the  Chemical  Society  of  London,  and  now 
Vice-President :  Officer  of  the  Legion  of  Honour,  Professor 
of  Chemistry  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 

University  of  Edinburgh, 
8th  January  1862. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  testifying  the  high  opinion 
which  I  entertain  of  Mr  Wanklyn  as  a  chemist.  I  was,  in 
fact,  so  much  struck  with  the  originality  and  importance 
of  his  Chemical  Besearches,  that,  after  having  satisfied 
myself  as  to  his  personal  qualifications,  I  offered  to  him 
his  present  position  of  Demonstrator  to  the  Chemical  Class 
in  this  University  without  having  seen  him.  1  have  had 
no  reason  to  regret  the  choice  thus  made. 

Mr  Wanklyn  possesses  an  essential  requisite  to  the 
holding  of  a  chair  in  a  science  which  is  in  an  active  state  of 
transformation.  He  is  himself  an  original  investigator, 
and  must  of  necessity  keep  himself  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  all  the  important  processes  of  research  necessary  to 
be  employed  in  the  prosecution  of  scientific  investigation. 

I  need  only  refer  to  his  beautiful  labours  in  the  Synthesis 
of  Organic  Bodies,  some  of  which,  formerly  considered  as 
the  sole  product  of  vital  action,  or  of  complex  organic 
transformation,  he  has  made  artificially  in  the  laboratory m 
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Mr  Wanklyn  has  had  the  exclusive  charge  of  the  Prac¬ 
tical  Classes,  and  has  also,  twice  a- week,  taught  a  Tutorial 
Class  of  the  Students  who  attend  my  Lectures.  His  Stu¬ 
dents  come  under  me  for  examination,  and  I  have  always 
been  fully  satisfied  with  their  progress. 

I  have  never  heard  Mr  Wanklyn  lecture,  but  I  was  so 
fully  satisfied  of  his  capabilities  in  this  respect,  that,  during 
an  unavoidable  absence  from  my  Class,  I  employed  him 
to  lecture  for  me,  and  he  fulfilled  this  duty  entirely  to  the 
satisfaction  of  my  Students  and  of  myself. 

I  am  not  called  upon  to  make  any  comparison  between 
Mr  Wanklyn  and  other  Candidates  for  the  Chair  of  Aber¬ 
deen,  but  I  may  state  my  general  conviction,  that  his  im¬ 
portant  and  successful  labours  entitle  him  to  look  for  a 
Chair  in  any  University. 

(Signed)  LYON  PLAYFAIR. 


II. — From  Robert  Bunsen,  Hon.  F.R.S.,  Professor  of  Chemistry 
in  the  University  of  Heidelberg,  Discoverer  of  the  two  new 
Metals,  Caesium  and  Rubidium,  &c, 

Herr  J.  A.  W anklyn,  der  sich  unter  den  Bewerbern  um 
die  neuerdings  in  Aberdeen  erledigte  Professur  der  Chemie 
befindet,  hat  mich  um  ein  gutachtliches  Urtheil  fiber  seine 
wissenschaftlichen  Arbeiten  ersucht. 

Indem  ich  diesen  Ersuchen  mit  Vergniigen  entspreche, 
erfiille  ich  damit  nur  eine  Pfiicht,  die  ich  eben  so  sehr  Hrn. 
Wanklyn  personiich  als  der  Wissenschaft  fiberhaupt  shul- 
dig  bin,  um  so  mehr  als  ich  Hrn.  Wanklyn  von  frtiher 
herunter  die  Zahl  meiner  ausgezeichnetsten  und  ta- 
lentvollsten  Schiller  rechne. 

Die  Untersuchungen,  durch  welche  derselbe  seinen  Na- 
men  in  der  Wissenschaft  bekannt  gemacht  hat,  zeugen 
von  einem  besonderen  Scharfsinn  und  einer  Gewandtheit 
in  der  Losung  schwieriger  experimenteller  Probleme,  wie 
0 
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sie  nur  wenigen  Chemikern  eigen  ist.  Mehrere  der  von 
Herrn  Wanklyn  ausgefuhrten  Arbeiten  namentlich  uber 
die  Yon  ihm  entdeckten  merkwiirdigen  Verbindungen  von 
Alkobolradicalen  mit  Alkalimetallen,  so  wie  liber  die  directe 
Bildung  der  Propionsaiire  and  Essigsatire  ans  Kohlensaiire 
nnd  jenen  Verbindungen  sind  von  hobem  wissenschaft- 
liclien  Interesse  gewesen  und  zahlen  zu  den  ausgezeich- 
netsten,  welche  die  organische  Cliemie  in  neuerer  Zeit 
aufzuweisen  geliabt  hat. 

Ich  glaube  daher  dass  Herr  Wanklyn  der  tlochschule, 
welche  ihn  als  Forscher  und  Lehrer  gewinnt,  zur  beson- 
deren  Zierde  und  zum  grossten  Nutzen  gereichen  wird. 

Pi.  W.  BUNSEN, 

Professor  der  Chemie. 

Heidelberg,  d.  6ten  Januar  1862. 


(Translation.) 

Mr  J.  A.  Wanklyn,  who  is  one  of  the  candidates  for  the 
Professorship  of  Chemistry,  just  fallen  vacant  in  Aberdeen, 
has  asked  me  for  a  commendation  (gutachtliches  Urtheil) 
of  his  scientific  labours. 

Whilst  gladly  complying  with  this  request,  I  am  only 
fulfilling  a  duty  which  I  owe  both  to  Mr  Wanklyn  and  to 
science,  inasmuch  as  I  consider  Mr  Wanklyn  to  have  been 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  and  talented  of  my  pupils. 
The  researches  whereby  he  has  made  his  name  known  in 
science,  bear  witness  to  a  rare  penetration  and  dex¬ 
terity  in  the  solution  of  difficult  experimental  problems, 
such  as  is  possessed  by  only  few  chemists. 

Many  of  Mr  Wanklyn’s  results — in  particular  his  disco¬ 
very  of  the  remarkable  compounds  of  the  Alcohol  radicals 
with  the  Alkali-metals,  and  also  of  the  direct  formation  of  Pro¬ 
pionic  Acid  and  Acetic  Acid  by  the  action  of  Carbonic  Acid 
upon  those  compounds— -are  of  high  scientific  interest, 
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and  count  amongst  the  most  remarkable  facts  with  which 
Organic  Chemistry  has  of  late  years  been  enriched. 

I  believe,  therefore,  that,  to  the  University  which  se¬ 
cures  him  as  an  Investigator  and  Teacher,  Mr  TVanklyn 
will  prove  an  ornament  and  an  advantage. 

(Signed)  R.  W.  BUNSEN, 

Professor  of  Chemistry. 

Heidelberg,  6th  January,  1862. 


III.— From  Dr  Edward  Frankland,  F.R.S  ,  Professor  of  Che¬ 
mistry  at  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  London.  Author  of 
Researches  on  the  Isolation  of  Organic  Radicals,  &c. 

Chemical  Theatre,  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital. 

London,  January  8,  1862. 

My  Beau  Wanklyn, 

I  respond  with  pleasure  to  your  request  for 
an  expression  of  my  opinion  of  your  qualifications  for  the 
vacant  Chair  of  Chemistry  at  the  University  of  Aberdeen. 

One  of  the  most  important  requisites  in  a  Professor 
holding  such  an  important  position,  is  the  power  of  adding 
to  the  stock  of  Chemical  knowledge  by  his  own  original 
researches.  This  power  you  possess  in  a  very  high  de¬ 
gree.  Your  discovery  of  the  compounds  of  the  Alcohol- 
radicals  with  Potassium,  Sodium  and  Cadmium,  is  highly 
valued  by  Chemists ;  but  your  success  in  performing  the 
Synthesis  of  Propionic  Acid  from  Carbonic  Acid  and  Sodi¬ 
um-ethyl,  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  important  of  the 
recent  contributions  to  Organic  Chemistry. 

The  research  which,  in  conjunction  with  Professor  Play¬ 
fair,  you  made  upon  the  densities  of  vapours,  proves  that 
you  are  capable  of  employing  with  success  some  of  the 
most  refined  methods  of  Chemical  research. 

As  my  pupil,  and  subsequently  as  my  assistant,  you  ex¬ 
hibited  such  qualities  of  mind  as  led  me  to  entertain  hopes 
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of  your  success,  which  have  not  been  disappointed.  I 
have  now  known  you  for  a  period  of  seven  years,  and 
have  had,  during  the  whole  of  that  time,  occasion  to  admire 
the  zeal,  industry,  and  perseverance  with  which  you  have 
attacked  some  of  the  most  difficult  subjects  of  chemical 
enquiry. 

You  also  possess  the  next  great  qualification  in  a  Teacher 
— that  of  being  able  to  communicate  his  knowledge  to 
others  in  a  clear  and  intelligible  manner.  Your  practical 
acquaintance  with  this  department  of  professional  duty, 
and  your  long  sojourn  in  the  Laboratories  of  England, 
Scotland,  and  Germany,  ensure  your  acquaintance  with  the 
best  methods  of  teaching. 

In  conclusion,  I  can  only  express  a  hope  that  you  may 
obtain  the  Chair,  for  which  you  are  in  every  respect  so 
well  qualified,  and  thus  acquire  a  position  in  which  your 
zeal  for  the  science  will  find  a  suitable  field  for  its  further 
development. 

Believe  me,  yours  sincerely, 

E.  FRANKLAND. 


IV. — From  A.  W.  Hofmann,  L.L.D.,  F.R.S.,  Corresponding 
Member  of  Royal  Academy,  Turin  ;  of  the  Batavian  So¬ 
ciety  ;  Vice-President  of  the  Chemical  Society. 

Royal  College  of  Chemistry, 
January  6,  1862. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the 
high  position  which,  by  your  beautiful  investigations,  you 
have  established  among  chemical  enquirers. 

I  remain,  Dear  Sir,  yours  very  truly, 


J.  A.  Wankltn,  Esq. 


A.  W.  HOFMANN. 
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V.— -From  W.  Odling,  M.B.,  F.R.S.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Physicians ;  Secretary  to  the  Chemical  Society ;  and 
Professor  of  Practical  Chemistry  at  Guy’s  Hospital.  Author 
of  a  Manual  of  Chemistry  on  the  Unitary  System. 

Guy’s  Hospital,  January  4,  1862. 

For  several  years  past  Mr  Wanklyn  has  devoted  him¬ 
self  to  chemical  investigations  with  an  untiring  zeal,  and 
an  almost  unparalleled  success.  His  skilful  researches  on 
some  of  the  most  recondite  of  chemical  phenomena,  form 
the  best  evidence  of  his  high  qualifications  as  a  scientific 
chemist. 

(Signed)  Wm.  ODLING. 


VI.— From  William  Allen  Miller,  LL.D.,  M.D.,  Professor  of 
Chemistry  in  King’s  College,  London. 

King’s  College,  London, 
January  6,  1862. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

You  are  so  well  known  as  an  original  in¬ 
vestigator,  especially  by  your  researches  upon  sodium- 
ethyl,  and  the  conversion  of  carbonic  into  acetic  and 
propionic  acids ;  and  your  experience  as  a  teacher  at  the 
University  of  Edinburgh  has  given  you  such  advantages 
in  acquiring  facility  in  imparting  knowledge  to  others,  that 
I  can  have  no  hesitation  in  expressing  my  conviction  that 
you  would  worthily  fill  the  Chair  of  Chemistry  at  Aber¬ 
deen. 

Mr  Brazier  has,  however,  so  long  virtually  held  it  that 
it  seems  to  me  it  would  be  only  an  act  of  justice  to  that 
gentleman  if  he  were  elected. 

With  every  good  wish,  believe  me,  Dear  Sir,  very  truly 
yours, 

WM.  ALLEN  MILLER. 

J.  A.  Wanklyn,  Esq. 
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VII.— From  Thomas  Anderson,  M.D.,  F.R.S.E.,  Professor  of 
Chemistry  in  the  University  of  Glasgow. 

University  of  Glasgow, 

8th  January  1862, 

My  Dear  Sir, 

I  have  much,  pleasure  in  expressing  the 
high  opinion  I  entertain  of  your  qualifications  as  a  scien¬ 
tific  chemist.  The  researches  you  have  published  not 
only  indicate  a  thorough  knowledge  of  chemical  science, 
but  show  that  you  possess  an  original  mind,  and  much 
analytical  skill.  Of  your  qualifications  as  a  teacher,  I 
cannot  venture  to  express  an  opinion,  as  I  have  never  had 
an  opportunity  of  hearing  you  lecture,  but  your  papers  are 
written  in  a  clear  and  lucid  style,  from  which  I  should  in¬ 
fer  that  you  possess  the  power,  so  important  in  a  teacher, 
of  placing  your  subject  clearly  before  the  Student. 

I  am,  Dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

THOMAS  ANDERSON. 

J.  A.  Wanklyn,  Esq. 


VEIL — From  M.  Marcellin  Berthelot,  Professor  of  Organic 
Chemistry,  a  l’ecole  de  Pharmacie,  Author  of  u  Chimie 
Organique  fondee  sur  la  Synthese.” 

Paris,  11  Janvier,  1862. 

Mon  Cher  Monsieur, 

Je  suis  hereux  de  saisir  P occasion  de 
votre  candid  ature  la  chaire  d’ Aberdeen  pour  dire  en 
quelle  estime  je  tiens  votre  personne  et  vos  travaux  scien- 
tifiques. 

Vos  decouvertes  en  Chimie  Organique  et  principalement 
celle  de  la  formation  des  Acides  par  le  moyen  de  l’Acide 
Carbonique  me  paraissent  de  la  plus  grande  importance. 
Ce  sont  les  gages  deja  acquis  des  services  que  vous  htes 
appeles  a  rendre  a  PEnseignement  et  au  developpement  de 
la  science. 
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Veuillez,  Monsieur,  agreer  V  assurance  dema  haute  con- 
sideration. 

M.  BERTHELOT. 

a  Monsieur,  Monsieur  J.  A.  Waniclyn. 


(Translation) 

Paris,  11th  January,  1862. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

I  am  happy  to  seize  the  occasion  of  your 
being  a  Candidate  for  the  Chair  of  Aberdeen,  to  express 
my  esteem  for  you  personally  and  for  your  scientific 
labours.  Your  discoveries  in  Organic  Chemistry,  and 
principally  that  of  the  formation  of  the  Acids,  by  means  of 
Carbonic  Acid,  appear  to  me  to  be  of  the  greatest  impor¬ 
tance. 

These  are  the  pledges  you  have  already  given,  of  the 
services  which  you  are  destined  to  render  to  the  culture 
and  development  of  Science. 

Be  pleased,  Sir,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  high 
consideration. 

M.  BERTHELOT. 

To  J.  A.  Wanklyn,  Esq. 


XX.-— -From  Dr.  Debus,  F.R.S.,  Lecturer  on  Chemistry  at  Queen- 
wood  College,  Author  of  a  u  Discourse  on  the  Polyatomic 
Alcohols,”  read  before  the  Chemical  Society. 

Queenwood  College,  Stockbridge,  Hants, 
January  13,  1862. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

X  have  great  pleasure  in  stating  that  X 
consider  your  discovery  of  the  formation  of  Propionate 
of  Soda  from  Carbonic  Acid  and  Ethyl-sodium  as  one  of 
the  first  discoveries  made  in  the  field  of  Organic  Chemistry 


during  the  last  few  years ;  and  from  this,  as  well  as  my 
knowledge  of  your  other  researches,  I  consider  you  emi¬ 
nently  fitted  for  the  Chair  you  are  seeking. 

I  remain,  very  sincerely  yours, 

II.  DEBUS. 

J.  A.  Wanklyn,  Esq. 


K. — From  G.  B.  Buckton,  F.R.S.,  Member  of  the  Council  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  London.  Author  of  Memoirs  on  Organo- 
Metallic  Bodies,  &c. 

55  Queen’s  Gardens,  Hyde  Park, 
January  13,  1862. 

Dear  Sir, 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  bear  testimony 
to  the  interest  and  important  character  of  your  chemical 
researches. 

In  following  my  own  investigations,  I  have  often  had 
occasion  to  consult  your  published  papers,  and  I  have 
found  them  both  valuably  suggestive,  and  philosophically 
conducted. 

I  shall  rejoice  if,  by  your  success,  a  wider  field  for  the 
application  of  your  talent  be  opened  to  you. 

I  remain,  Dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

G.  B.  BUCKTON. 

J.  A.  Wanklyn,  Esq. 


XI. — From  Dr  E.  Atkinson,  F.C.S.,  Lecturer  on  Experimental 
Science  in  Cheltenham  College.  Author  of  Researches  on 
Glycol. 

Llaving  been  requested  by  Mr  Wanklyn  to  express  my 
opinion  as  to  his  fitness  for  the  Professorship  of  Chemistry 
in  the  University  of  Aberdeen,  I  have  great  pleasure  in 
complying  with  that  request. 
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Mr  Wanklyn,  by  his  published  investigations,  has  al¬ 
ready  acquired  for  himself  a  high  reputation  as  a  chemist, 
both  in  this  country,  and  on  the  Continent.  His  know¬ 
ledge  of  Chemistry  is  both  so  and  and  extensive,  and  his 
researches  shew  great  ability,  both  in  their  conception  and 
in  their  experimental  execution. 

As  a  lecturer,  I  have  always  understood  that  he  is  very 
successful ;  whilst,  from  his  genial  manners  and  love  for 
his  science,  he  cannot  but  exercise  a  favourable  impression 
on  those  with  whom  he  may  come  in  contact. 

Bearing  in  mind  what  he  has  already  done,  I  am  bound 
to  think  that,  in  appointing  him  to  the  Chair  in  Aberdeen, 
the  electors  will  secure  the  services  of  a  gentleman  whose 
labours  will  be  advantageous  to  the  students,  and  who 
will  be  a  credit  to  the  University  at  large. 

(Signed)  E.  ATKINSON,  Ph.  D.,  F.C.S. 


XII — The  following  is  extracted  from  the  “  Report  of  the  President 
and  Council  of  the  Chemical  Society  of  London,”  read 
March  30,  1859,  before  that  Society. 

“  It  will  be  evident  from  the  above  list  that  not  only  has 
Chemistry  been  steadily  progressing  during  the  past  year, 
but  that  contributions  of  very  considerable  interest  have 
been  made  to  this  Society.  The  papers  of  Messrs  Perkin 
and  Duppa,  and  of  Dr  Ulrich  have  gone  far  to  establish 
the  position  of  the  glycolic  and  lactic  acids  in  their  relation 
to  the  fatty  acids  of  the  primary  series  ;  while  the  curious 
results  of  Mr  Wanklyn,  which  resulted  in  the  formation  of 
propionic  acid  from  the  action  of  carbonic  anhydride  upon 
sodium-ethyl,  point  out  a  new  mode  of  transferring  com¬ 
pounds  from  one  homologous  group  to  that  immediately 
below  it.” 


(See  the  Report  in  the  Journal  of  the  Chemical  Society,  vol.  xii.  p.  169.) 
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XIII. — Extract  from  the  11  Preliminary  Report  on  the  Recent 
Progress  and  Present  State  of  Organic  Chemistry,”  by 
George  C.  Foster,  B.A.,  F.C.S.,  read  before  the  Meeting 
of  the  u  British  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science” 
held  at  Aberdeen,  in  September,  1859. 

“  In  conclusion  of  our  account  of  the  recent  advances  of 
Organic  Chemistry,  we  may  enumerate  some  of  the  most 
important  reactions,  or  methods  of  transformation,  which, 
within  the  last  four  or  five  years  have  been  shown  to  be 
applicable  to  the  compounds  of  various  groups,  or  which, 
from  their  nature  appear  to  be  capable  of  such  a  general 
application.  They  may  be  divided  for  this  purpose  into 
— (I.)  Heterologous  transformations,  .  .  .  (II.)  Homolo¬ 
gous  transformations,  .  .  .  (HI.)  Isologous  transfor¬ 

mations. 

(I.)  Pleterologous  transformations,  .  .  .  (E)  The  sub¬ 
stitution  of  potassium  and  sodium  for  zinc  in  combination 
with  methyl  or  ethyl  (Wanklyn)  .  .  .  (II)  Plomologous 
transformations.  (A)  The  combination  of  carbonic  anhy¬ 
dride  with  the  compounds  of  the  alcohol-radicals  with 
alkali-metals,  e.  g. 

C  H  Na  +  C  0  =  C  H  Na  0  (Wanklyn) 

3  2  2  3  2  5 

Sodium-methyl  Acetate  of  Sodium. 

XIY. — Extract  from  the  u  Lehrbnch  cler  Organiscken  Chemie  von 
Dr  Aug.  Kekul3,”  o.  Professor  der  Chemie,  an  der  Staats- 
universitet  zu  Gent. 

(Translation) 

u  The  remarkable  discovery  just  made  by  Wanklyn,  of 
the  formation  of  Propionic  Acid  by  the  action  of  Carbonic 
Acid  upon  Sodium-ethyl  shows  plainly  that  in  both  acids 
(acetic  and  propionic)  the  radicals  of  Carbonic  Acid  must 
exist  along  with  the  radical  methyl  or  ethyl.” 

See  Erste  Liefenmg,  paragraph  260. 
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SECOND  SERIES. 

- — * - 


I. — From  M.  Dumas,  Senator  of  France  ;  formerly  Minister  of 
the  Interior  ;  Member  of  the  Institute  ;  Hon.  Fellow  of 
Royal  Society  of  London  ;  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the 
Faculty  of  Medicine  in  the  Ecole  Centrale  des  Arts  et 
Manufactures. 

Paris,  8  Fevrier,  1862. 

Monsieur, 

Je  n’ai  pu  repondre  plutot  a  vos  lettres, 
derange  par  divers  devoirs  qui  ne  m’ont  pas  permis  de 
relire  votre  memoire  sur  la  syntliese  de  l’acide  propionique. 

Je  viens  de  l’examiner  avec  attention  et  j’y  tronve  la 
preuve  certaine  que  vous  btes  en  possession  des  connais- 
sances  les  plus  exactes  en  cliymie  organique  et  que  vous 
possedez  le  secret  de  faire  sortir  des  demonstrations  posi¬ 
tives  par  la  voie  de  l’experience,  de  ces  conceptions  theori- 
ques  ou  formules  generates,  qui  ne  prennent  dans  la 
science  une  place  definitive  qu’apres  avoir  recpi  cette 
sanction. 

Yeuillez  agreer,  monsieur,  Fexpression  de  ma  haute 
consideration. 

J.  DUMAS. 

Monsieur  J.  Alfred  Wanklyn. 


( Translation ) 

Paris,  8th  February,  1862. 

Sir, 

I  have  not  been  able  to  reply  to  your  letters 
earlier,  having  been  engaged  with  different  duties  which 
did  not  permit  me  to  re-read  your  memoir  on  the  Synthesis 
of  Propionic  Acid. 


I  have  now  examined  it  with  attention,  and  I  find  in  it 
the  certain  proof  that  yon  have  the  most  exact  knowledge 
of  organic  chemistry,  and  that  yon  are  in  possession  of  the 
secret  of  demonstrating  positively  by  means  of  experiment 
those  theoretical  conceptions  or  general  formulae  which  only 
take  a  definite  place  in  Science  after  they  have  received 
that  sanction. 

Be  pleased,  Sir,  to  accept  the  expression  of  my  high 
consideration. 

J.  DUMAS. 

J.  A.  Wanklyn,  Esq. 


II. — From  B.  C.  Brodie,  Esq.,  F.R.S.,  Vice-President  of  the 
Chemical  Society,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  University 
of  Oxford. 

Cowley  House,  Oxford,  January  24,  1862. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  compliance  with  you’r  request  that  I 
should  express  the  opinion  which  I  have  formed  from  your 
published  researches  of  your  attainments  as  a  scientific 
Chemist,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  these  appear  to  me 
to  be  of  a  very  high  order.  The  formation  of  Acetate  and 
Propionate  of  Sodium,  which  you  effected  by  the  combina¬ 
tion  of  Carbonic  Acid  with  Sodium-methyl  and  Sodium- 
ethyl,  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  suggestive  experi¬ 
ments  which  has  been  made  of  late  years,  and  is  alone 
sufficient  to  give  you  a  prominent  position  among 
Chemists. 

I  am,  very  truly  yours, 

Bo  C.  BRODIE. 

J.  A.  Wanklyn,  Esq. 


II.— From  Dr  Wohler,  Piofessor  of  Chemistry  in  the  University 
of  Gottingen,  Foreign  Fellow  of  the  Royal  and  Chemical 
Societies. 

Gottengen,  16  Januar,  1862. 

Geehrter  Herr, — 

Mit  Yergniigen  bezeuge  ich  Ihnen,  dass  mir 
Thr  Name  durch  die  wissenschaftlichen  Arbeiten,  die  Sie 
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publicirt  haben,  sehr  wohl  und  vortheilhaft  bekannt  ist, 
dass  diese  Arbeiten  sehr  grundliche  chemische  Kenntnisse 
und  lebliaftes  Interesse  fiir  die  Wissenschaft  verrathen, 
und  dass  die  von  Ilmen  entdeckten  Thatsachen  als  wich- 
tige  Beitrage  im  Gebiete  der  Chemie  zu  betrachten  sind. 

Hochachtungsvoll,  Ihr  ergebenster, 

WOHLER, 

Professor  der  Chemie. 

Herrn  J.  A.  Wanklyn,  in  Edinburgh. 


( Translation .) 


Gottingen,  1 6th  January,  1862. 

Honoured  Sir, 

I  testify  with,  pleasure  that,  through  the 
scientific  works  which  you  have  published,  your  name  is 
very  well  and  advantageously  known  to  me  ;  that  these 
works  betray  a  very  sound  chemical  knowledge,  and  a 
lively  interest  in  science,  and  that  the  facts  discovered  by 
you  are  to  be  looked  upon  as  weighty  contributions  to 
Chemistry. 

With  great  respect,  your  devoted 

WOHLER. 

Professor  of  Chemistry. 

To  Mr.  J.  A.  Wanklyn,  Edinburgh. 


IV.— From  Hermann  Kolbe,  Ph.  D,,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in 

the  University  of  Marburg. 

Mit  Yergnligen  ergreife  ich  die  Gelegenheit,  liber  die 
wissenschaftlichen  chemischen  Arbeiten  des  Herrn  J. 
A.  Wanklyn  mein  Urtheil  auszusprechen. 

Herr  Wanklyn  hat  auf  dem  von  Frankland  angebahntem 
Wege  zur  Darstellung  organisclier  Metallverbindungen, 
die  schonsten  Erfolge  und  zum  Theil  die  Erwartungen 
weit  iibertreftende  Resultate  erzielt.  Es  ist  ihm  gegllickt 
Alkalimetalle  mit  Alkohol-radicalen  chemischzu  verbinden. 
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Abgesehen  von  dem  hohen  Interesse,  welch e  diese 
Verbindungen  an  mid  fursich  in  Anspruch  nehmen,  ist  die 
Entdeckung  des  Natriumathyls  nnd  Natrium -methyls 
durch  Wanklyn’s  Beobachtung,  dass  dieselben  sich  mit 
Kohlensaure  unmittelbar  vereinigen,  und  damit  in  pro- 
pionsaures,  resp.  essigsaures  Natron  verwandeln,  zu  einem 
Grundpfeiler  des  heutigen  theoretischenChemie  ge worden ; 
ich  halte  diese  Entdeckung  ftir  eine  der  wichtigsten  und 
folgereichsten,  welche  auf  dem  Gebiete  der  theoretischen 
Chemie  in  den  letzten  Decennien  gemacht  worden  sind. 

Diese  wie  seine  spatere  Arbeiten  lassen  voraussehen, 
dass  die  chemische  Wissenschaft  von  diesem  talentvollen 
jungen  Chemiker  noch  viele  bedeutende  Leistungen  zu 
erwarten  hat. 

(Signed)  HERMANN  KOLBE. 

Dr.  Ph.  Professor  der  Chemie. 

Marburg,  den  28  Januar.  1862. 


( Translation ) 

With  pleasure  I  seize  this  opportunity  to  pronounce  my 
opinion  upon  the  scientific  labours  of  Mr  J.  A.  Wanklyn. 

Proceeding  by  Frankland’s  method  for  the  preparation 
of  organo-metallic  bodies,  Mr  Wanklyn  has  obtained  the 
most  beautiful,  and  in  part,  most  unlooked  for  results.  He 
has  combined  Alkali-metals  with  Alcohol-radicals. 

Apart  from  the  high  interest  belonging  to  these  com¬ 
pounds  intrinsically,  the  discovery  of  Sodium-ethyl  and 
Sodium-methyl  has  become — through  Wanklyn’s  observa¬ 
tion  that  these  substances  combine  directly  with  Carbonic 
Acid  to  form  respectively,  Propionate  and  Acetate  of  Soda 
— one  of  the  main  supports  of  the  theoretical  chemistry  of 
the  day ;  I  hold  this  discovery  for  one  of  the  weightiest 
and  richest  in  results,  which  has  been  made  in  the  domain 
of  theoretical  chemistry  within  the  last  ten  years. 

These,  as  well  as  his  later  researches,  show  that  chemi¬ 
cal  Science  has  still  much  to  expect  from  this  talented 
young  Chemist. 

(Signed)  HERMANN  KOLBE. 

Pli  D.  Professor  of  Chemistry. 

Marburg,  28th  January,  1862. 


Y. — From  Dr  Charles  Than,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the 
University  of  Pesth,  Corresponding  Member  of  the  Hungarian 
Academy,  Vice-President  of  the  Hungarian  Society  for  the 
Natural  Sciences. 


Alolirt  legkedvesebb  kotelessbgei  koze  szamitja,  e  sorok 
altal  kijelenteni,  liogy  az  1858-9,  iskolai  evalatt  Heidelberg- 
ben  tartozkodvan  Bunsen  udvari  tanacsos  lir  vegymii- 
tereme  ben  szerencseje  volt  Dr  Wanklyn  J.  Alfred  urral 
szoros  tudomanyos  ismeretseget  kotni.  Egyreszrol  egy- 
evi  folytonos  szemdlyes  es  tudomanyos  egy-gytittlet, 
masreszrol  azon  koriilmeny,  bogy  egy  tudomanyos  vegy- 
tani  vizsgalat  kiviteleben  dolgzotarsa  volt,  alolirtnak- 
bo  alkalmat  nyujtottak,  Wanklyn  urnak  melytudo- 
manyos  kepzettsegerol  nemcsak  a  vegytan,  hanem 
minden  egyebb  segedtudomanyok  koreben,  rend  ki- 
viili  tecbnikai  tigyessegerol  es  kituno  tebetsegeirol  oly 
mertekben  meggydzodni,  miszerint  egy e dul  igazsagerzete 
kovetelesnek  enged,  midon  kijelenti,  liogy  meggyozd- 
clese  szerint  Wanklyn  ur  a  tudomanyos  vegyeszek  es  ter- 
meszettudosok  ujabb  nemzedekenek  legkitiinobb  es  leg- 
remenydusabb  tagjai  koze  tartozik.  Eddigi  mukodeset, 
valamint  egyeni  jellemet  tekintve  batran  allitbatni,  bogy 
Wanklyn  fir  a  tudomany  es  miivelodes  haladasanak  lenye- 
ges  tenyezoje  a  vegytan  teren. 

Azon  jeles  blr  melyben  neve  a  tudomanyos  kozonseg 
clottall  es  melyet  Wanklyn  ur  egy edul  tudomanyos  dol- 
gozasai  altal  vivott  ki  maganak  fenyes  bizyonsagot  tesz- 
nek  kituno  kepessegeirol.  A  tudomanyos  dolgozasok 
egesz  sorzasabal  melyeket  Wanklyn  ur  nagyobbreszt 
onallolag,  reszint  pedig  masnagynevii  tiidosok  tarsasaga- 
ban  terjesztett  a  nyilvanyossag  ele,  es  melyek  mindnyajan 
az  onallo  buvarrol  tanuskodnak  eredeti  eszmekben  diisak 
es  az  alapos  tudomanyossag  jellemevel  birnak  ;  folemlitem 
kiilonossen  ket  ertekezest,  melyek  kozul  az  egyik,  a 
szensav  batasa  az  egvenyfemek  setbylvegylileteire,”  az 
organikus  vegytanra,  masik  pedig,  a  gozsurusegeknek 
forrpont  alatti  megliatarozasa,7  ’melyet  Playfair  ur  tarsa- 
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sagaban  legnjabban  tett  kozze  az  altalanos  vegytanra 
nezve,  megbecsulhetetlen  fontossagu  felfedezeseknek  tek- 
intendok. 

Wanklyn  urnak  e  jeles  dolgozatai  es  szerenyseggel 
parosnlt  szeretetremelto  szemelyes  jelleme  valamint  kele- 
mes  eloadasa,  kezeskednek  arrol,  bogy  Wanklyn  ur  azon 
tudomanyos  intezetnek  fenyet,  mely  szerencses  lesz  ot 
megnyerni,  nagy  mertekben  fogja  emelni  es  bogy  barmely 
tanszeknek  mint  tanar  dicsossegere  fogvalni. 

Dr  THAN  KAROLY. 

a  vegytan  tanara  a.m.k  pestiegyetemen  a  magyar 
tud.  Akademia  lev.  tagja  es  a  kir  m  termeszettu  • 
domanyi  tarsidat  al  elnoke. 

Kelt  Pesten,  Januar  22en,  1862. 


(Translation) 

The  undersigned  performs  a  most  agreeable  duty  in 
testifying  that,  during  bis  stay  at  the  laboratory  of  Pro¬ 
fessor  Bunsen,  in  the  years  1858-9,  be  made  the  intimate 
acquaintance  of  Mr  J.  A.  Wanklyn.  The  frequent  inter¬ 
course  afforded  by  a  conjoint  research  in  which  the 
undersigned  was  associated  with  him,  has  enabled  the 
undersigned  to  judge  of  his  eminent  capacity  and  extra¬ 
ordinary  technical  skill,  as  well  as  of  his  profound  know¬ 
ledge,  not  only  of  chemistry,  but  also  of  the  allied  sciences  : 
he  then  only  renders  homage  to  the  truth  by  declaring 
his  conviction  that  Mr  Wanklyn  is  one  of  the  most  dis¬ 
tinguished  and  most  promising  members  of  the  present 
generation  of  chemists,  and  of  physicists.  Bearing  in 
mind  his  works  and  his  personal  character,  it  may  be  con¬ 
fidently  asserted  that  Mr  Wanklyn  is  destined  to  play  an 
important  part  in  chemical  science,  and  in  intellectual  pro¬ 
gress  in  general. 

The  numerous  scientific  memoirs  which  Mr  Wanklyn 
has  published — many  of  them  completed  alone,  and  some 
of  them  in  conjunction  with  eminent  Chemists — are  filled 
with  original  ideas,  and  display  a  decided  scientific  cha¬ 
racter.  The  undersigned  will  single  out  two,  viz,  : — the 
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one  “  On  the  Action  of  Carbonic  Acid  upon  the  Com¬ 
pounds  of  the  Alkali  Metals  with  Ethyl,”  belonging  to 
organic  chemistry  ;  and  the  other  u  On  the  determination 
of  the  Density  of  Vapours  below  the  boiling  point,”  which 
Mr  Wanklyn  has  published  in  conjunction  with  Professor 
Playfair,  and  which  is  a  paper  of  the  highest  importance, 
and  of  inestimable  value  for  general  chemistry. 

Mr  Wanklyn’s  important  researches,  his  modest  and 
amiable  character ;  his  power  of  clear,  precise,  and  easy 
explanation,  promise  to  shed  lustre  upon  any  institution 
with  which  he  may  become  connected,  and  are  the  surest 
guarantees  of  his  fitness  to  occupy  a  professorship. 

(Signed.)  Dr  CHARLES  THAN. 

Pesth,  January  22,  1862. 


VI. — Prom  Aug.  Kekule,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Ghent,  Author  of  u  Lehrbuch  der  Organischen 
Chernie.” 


Ghent,  16  Januai’y,  1862. 

My  Dear  Friend, 

k_j  J 

I .  have  much  pleasure  in  complying  with 
your  request,  and  in  giving  my  opinion  that  you  are  a 
very  fit  person  to  be  appointed  Professor  of  Chemistry  in 
Aberdeen. 

If  you  had  only  made  your  experiments  on  the  Sodium- 
compounds  of  Alcohol-radicals  and  the  Synthesis  of  Acetic 
Acid,  which  at  once  have  made  your  name  known  to  every 
chemist,  you  would  be  fully  entitled  to  apply  for  any  chair 
of  Chemistry  ;  but  since  that  time  you  have  added  some 
very  interesting  papers  to  the  list. 

These  papers  prove  better  than  any  testimonials  could 
do,  that  you  possess  a  thorough  knowledge  of  all  the  re¬ 
sources  of  modern  Chemistry,  that  you  know  how  to  apply 
them  to  chemical  research  and  that  you  are  able  to  re¬ 
solve  even  the  most  difficult  chemical  problems. 
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The  frequent  intercourse  which  I  have  had  with  you 
in  Germany  leaves  no  doubt  on  my  mind  that,  both  as  an 
original  enquirer  and  as  a  teacher,  you  are  likely  to  confer 
honour  upon  any  school  or  university  with  which  you  may 
become  connected ;  and  I  can  only  repeat  the  expression 
of  my  best  wishes  for  your  success. 

Believe  me,  yours  very  truly, 

AUG.  KEKULE 

J.  A.  Wanklyn,  Esq. 


VII. — From  Dr  Joseph  Redtenbaci-ier,  Professor  of  Chemistry 

in  the  University  of  Vienna. 

University  of  Vienna,  25th  January,  1862. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  a  can¬ 
didate  for  the  Professorship  of  Chemistry  in  Aberdeen. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  one  of  the  young  English 
Chemists,  who,  in  his  chemical  enquiries,  has  been  so  suc¬ 
cessful  in  advancing  our  Science  as  yourself.  Proof  uf  this 
fact  are  your  numerous  published  papers — On  the  com¬ 
bination  of  the  alcohol-radicals  with  the  alkali-metals — 
Preparation  of  Propionic  Acid  by  Carbonic  Acid  and  Ethy- 
lic  bodies — Reaction  of  Carbonic  Oxide  on  Ethyl-natrium. 
On  the  Synthesis  of  Acetic  Acids — Reaction  of  Metals  on 
Iodide  and  Chloride  of  Ethylene — Reaction  of  Sodium  on 
a  mixture  of  Iodide  of  Methyl  and  Ethyl-ether ;  and,  lastly, 
on  a  compound  of  Iron  with  Hydrogen. 

All  and  any  of  these  discoveries  are  calculated  to  give 
you  one  of  the  first  positions  among  the  number  of  young 
European  Chemists  ;  and  Chemistry  in  your  own  country 
will,  without  doubt,  advance  to  a  high  degree  if  you  suc¬ 
ceed  in  obtaining  the  Chair  of  Aberdeen. 

Very  truly  yours, 

JOS.  REDTENBACHER 

J.  A.  Wankyn,  Esq. 
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VIII. — From  Adolph  Wurtz,  Professor  of  Chemistry  to  the  Medi¬ 
cal  Faculty  of  Paris,  Discoverer  of  the  Compound  Ammonias 
and  Biatomic  Alcohols. 

i 

Le  Soussigne  Professeur  de  Chimie  a  la  F aculte  de 
Medecine  de  Paris  se  fait  un  plaisir  de  declarer  que  M. 
J.  A.  Wanklyn  s’estfait  connaitre  de  la  maniere  la  plus 
honorable  par  les  travaux  qu’il  a  publies  jusqu’ici. 

Ses  recherches  snr  le  Sodium-ethyle  et  particnlierement 
ses  brilliantes  experiences  snr  la  synthese  de  l’acide  pro- 
pioniqne  et  de  Pacide  acetiqne  lui  out  vain  l’estime  de 
tons  les  chimistes  et  sont  de  nature  a  attirer  snr  lui  toute 
la  bienveillance  des  personnes  dont  il  sollicite  les  suffrages. 

AD.  WURTZ. 

Paris,  20  Janvier,  1862 


(  Translation ) 

The  undersigned  Professor  of  Chemistry  to  the  Faculty 
of  Medicine  of  Paris,  has  the  pleasure  to  declare  that  Mr 
-J.  A.  Wanklyn  has  made  himself  known  in  the  most 
honourable  manner  by  the  works  which  he  has  already 
published. 

Flis  researches  on  Sodium-ethyl,  particularly  his  brilliant 
experiments  upon  the  Synthesis  of  Propionic  and  Acetic 
Acids  have  acquired  for  him  the  esteem  of  all  Chemists, 
and  are  of  a  nature  to  draw  to  him  all  the  good  wishes  of 
those  whose  suffrage  he  seeks. 

(Signed)  AD.  WURTZ. 

Paris,  20th  January,  1862. 


IX. — From  Hermann  Kopp  of  Giessen,  Editor  of  Liebig  and  Kopp’s 

“  Jahresbericht.” 

Mit  Vergnugen  gebe  ich  meiner  Uberzeugung  Ausdruck 
dass  die  geschickt  ausgefuhrten  und  wichtige  Resultate 
ergebenden  Untersuchungen,  durch  welche  Herr  J.  A. 


Wanklyn  seinen  Namen  zu  Einem  bei  den  Chemikern  wohl 
bekannten  gemaclit  hat,  in  riihmlicher  Weise  fur  die  Be- 
fahigung  desselben  znr  Bekleidung  einer  Professur  der 
Chemie  sprechen. 

HERMANN  KOPP. 

Giessen,  20  Januar,  1862. 


(  Translation) 

With  pleasure  I  give  expression  to  my  conviction,  that 
the  researches, — cleverly  conducted  and  fruitful  in  weighty 
results — through  which  Mr  J.  A.  Wanklyn  has  made  his 
name  well  known  to  Chemists,  speak  loudly  for  the  fitness 
of  the  same  for  the  occupying  of  a  professorship  of 
Chemistry. 

(Signed)  HERMANN  KOPP. 

Giessen,  20th  January,  1862. 


X. — From  A.  Strecker,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the 

University  of  Tubingen. 

Herr  J.  A.  Wanklyn  hat  sich  durch  seine  schonen  Ar- 
beiten  liber  die  Metallverbindungen  der  Alkohol-radicale 
sowie  durch  die  kiinstliche  Bildung  der  Propionsalire  und 
Essigsaiire  riihmlich  bekannt  gemacht,  und  dadurch  ge- 
zeigt,  dass  er  nicht  nur  schwierige  Aufgaben  mit  grossem 
experimentellem  Geschick  zu  behandeln  vermag,  sondern 
dass  er  auch  fiir  die  Entwickelung  der  chemischen  Theorie 
wichtige  Fragen  sich  zu  stellen  und  sie  zu  Ibsen  vermag. 

Meine  Ansicht  nach  erfullt  er  daher  alle  die  einem  aus~ 
gezeichneten  Naturforscher  nothigen  Bedingungen. 

(Signed)  A.  STRECKER, 

Professor  der  Chemie. 

Tubingen,  31  Januar  1862, 
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( Translation) 

Mr  J.  A.  Wanklyn  has  made  himself  famous  by  his 
beautiful  experiments  on  the  Metallic  compounds  of  the 
Alcohol-radicals,  and  the  artificial  formation  of  Propionic 
and  Acetic  Acids.  Thereby  he  has  shown  not  only  that 
he  can  treat  difficult  problems  with  great  experimental 
skill,  but  that  he  knows  how  to  ask  and  also  how  to  answrer 
questions  which  have  important  bearings  on  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  Chemical  theories. 

In  my  opinion  he  thereby  fulfils  all  the  conditions  essen¬ 
tial  to  a  distinguished  cultivator  of  Science. 

(Signed)  A.  STRECKER, 

Professor  of  Chemistry. 

Tlibingen,  31st  January,  1862. 


XI. — From  Dr.  Max  Pettenkofer,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the 

University  of  Munich. 

Der  Unterzeichnete  bezeugt  der  Wahrheit  gemass,  dass 
er  Herrn  J.  A.  Wanklyn  aus  dessen  Arbeiten  als  einen 
sehr  ausgezeichneten,  mit  vorziiglichem  Talente  ausge- 
statteten  jungen  Chemiker  kenne,  welcher  der  Wissen- 
schaft  stets  erfolgreiche  Dienste  leisten  wird. 

(Signed)  DR.  MAX  PETTENKOFER, 

Professor  der  Chemie  in  der  Universitaet  Munchen. 
Miinchen,  den  26  Januar  1862. 


( Translation ) 

The  undersigned  can  with  truth  affirm,  that  he  knows 
Mr  J.  A.  Wanklyn  to  have,  by  his  works,  shown  himself 
to  be  a  very  distinguished  and  talented  young  Chemist, 
who  will  render  lasting  services  to  Science 

(Signed)  DR.  MAX  PETTENKOFER. 

Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  University  of  Munich. 
Munich,  24th  January,  1862. 


XII. — From  Auguste  Cahours,  Examiner  in  Chemistry  at  the 
Ecole  Polytechnique,  Chevalier  of  the  Legion  of  Honour, 
Chemist  to  the  Mint  of  Paris. 

Paris,  Samdi,  18  Janvier,  1862. 

Mon  Cher  Monsieur, 

J’apprends  quhl  y  a  une  cliaire  vacante  a 
Funiversite  cl’ Aberdeen  et  que  vous  la  desirez.  Je  serais 
fort  hereux  pour  ma  part  d’apprendre  la  realization  de  vos 
projets  car  je  tiens  en  grande  estime  vos  travaux  qui  sont 
surtout  remarquable  par  leur  originalite. 

Yos  recherches  sur  les  ethylure  et  methylure  alcalins 
ainsi  que  la  synthese  des  acides  du  groupe  acetique  par 
Faction  de  Facide  carbonique  sur  les  composes  vous  ont 
conquis  dtis  votre  debut  dans  la  carriere  la  suffrage  de  tous 
les  hommes  qui  cultivent  la  science. 

Permettez  moi  done  vous  faire  parvenir  mes  veux  pour 
un  succes  que  vous  ont  si  bien  merite  vos  titres  scien- 
tifiques  ;  et  soyez  assez  bon  je  vous  prie  pour  me  tenir  au 
courant  de  vos  affaires  a  la  reussite  de  quelles  je  port  un 
vif-interet. 

Agreez,  je  vous  prie  mon  cher  monsieur  avec  une  cor- 
diale  poignee  de  main  F expression  de  mes  sentiments 
affectueux. 

Tout  a  vous, 

AUG.  CAHOURS. 

Mons.  J.  A.  Wanklyn. 


(  Translation.) 

Paris,  Saturday,  18tli  January,  1862. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

I  hear  that  there  is  a  chair  vacant  in  the 
University  of  Aberdeen,  and  that  you  desire  it.  I  shall 
be  very  happy,  for  my  part,  to  hear  of  your  success,  for  I 
hold  in  high  estimation  your  labours,  which  are  through¬ 
out  remarkable  for  their  originality. 

Your  researches  on  the  Alkali-etliydes  and  methydes, 
as  well  as  the  synthesis  of  the  acids  of  the  acetic  group  by 
the  action  of  Carbonic  Acids  upon  those  compounds  have 
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conquered  for  }rou  at  the  beginning  of  your  career  the 
suffrage  of  all  men  who  cultivate  science. 

Allow  me,  then,  to  convey  my  good  wishes  for  a  success 
which  your  scientific  claims  have  so  well  merited ;  and  be 
good  enough  to  inform  me  about  your  affairs,  in  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  which  I  take  a  lively  interest. 

Accept,  I  pray  you,  my  dear  sir,  with  a  cordial  shake  of 
the  hand,  the  expression  of  my  affection. 

Yours  truly, 

AUG.  CAHOURS. 


XIII.— From  Henry  Watts,  B.A.,  F.C.S.,  Editor  of  the  Journal  of 
the  Chemical  Society,  and  of  Gmelin’s  u  Handbook  of 
Chemistry.” 

Mr  Wanklyn  is  well  known  among  scientific  chemists 
by  many  valuable  researches, — in  particular  by  his  dis¬ 
covery  of  the  compounds  of  the  alcohol-radicals  with 
Potassium  and  Sodium,  and  by  the  action  of  Carbonic  Acid 
on  those  compounds.  This  reaction  is  a  most  important 
addition  to  the  art  of  Chemical  Synthesis,  inasmuch  as  it 
points  out  the  way  of  building  up  certain  complex  organic 
compounds  from  others  of  simpler  constitution.  The 
value  of  such  a  discovery  can  hardly  be  over-rated. 

Without  following  out  Mr  Wanklyn’s  researches  into 
further  detail,  it  may  suffice  to  say  that  they  all  relate  to 
subjects  of  considerable  difficulty,  and  display  great  know¬ 
ledge  and  fertility  of  resource. 

There  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  advantage  which 
students  may  derive  from  having  their  studies  directed  by 
a  Chemist  who  has  done  so  much  for  the  advancement  of 
the  science. 

(Signed)  HENRY  WATTS,  B.A.,  F.C.S. 

7  Provost  Road,  Haverstock  Hill, 

January  17,  1862. 
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XIV.— From  Dr.  Leopold  yon  Pebal,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in 
the  University  of  Lemberg  (Austrian  Poland.) 

Universitat  Lemberg,  Jan,  30,  1862. 

Verehrter  Herr  College, 

Sie  wtinsclien  als  Candidat  fiir  die  Professur 
der  Chemie  zu  Aberdeen  mein  Gutachten  liber  Hire 
U: ntersuchungen . 

Soviet  mir  bekannt  ist,  baben  Sie  folgende  Arbeiten 
veroffentlicht  *  *  *  * 

U liter  den  von  Ilmen  allein  ausgefuhrten  schonen  Enter- 
suchungen  glaube  icli  Thr  Versnche  zu  Synthese  der 
Sauren  aus  der  Reike  der  Essigsaure  besonders  hervor- 
heben  zu  miissen,  da  Sie  bier  durcb  directe  Einfiibung  der 
Elemente  der  Koklensaure  in  eine  organiscbe  Verbindung 
die  Wissenscbaft  mit  einer  ganz  neuen  und  tbeoretiscb 
kochst  interessanten  Doctrin  bereicbert  baben. 

In  den  iibrigen  Arbeiten  baben  Sie  sicb  ebenso  interes- 
sanfce  als  scbwierige  Aufgaben  gestellt,  welcbe  scbon 
durcb  die  correcte  Fragestellung,  namentlicb  aber  durcb 
die  exacte  Durchfiihrung  den  acbten  Naturforscber  beur- 
kunden. 

Dasselbe  gilt  von  den  Untersucbungen  welcbe  Sie 
gemeinscbaftlicb  mit  Anderen  ausgeftibrt  baben  ;  vorzlig- 
licb  aber  von  Hirer  Enter sucbung  liber  die  Bestimmung 
von  Dampfdicbten  bei  niedrigen  Temperaturen,  welcbe 
einen  wesentlicber  Fortscbritt  der  Wissenscbaft  begriindet 
und  fur  deren  Vortrefflicbkeit  der  Name  Playfair  allein 
scbon  Biirge  ist. 

Acbtungsvoll  Xbr 

LEOPOLD  VON  PEBAL. 

Professor  der  Chemie. 

Herrn  J.  A.  Wanklyn. 


( Translation .) 

University,  Lemberg,  Jan.  30,  1862. 

Honoured  Colleague, 

As  a  candidate  for  tbe  professorship  of 
Chemistry  in  Aberdeen,  you  wish  for  my  testimony 
concerning  your  researches. 
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I  believe  you  have  published  the  following  papers  *  * 
Among  the  beautiful  investigations  which  you  have 
conducted  alone,  I  think  I  may  direct  particular  attention 
to  your  experiments  upon  the  Synthesis  of  the  Acids 
belonging  to  the  acetic  series  ;  since  in  these,  by  the  direct 
insertion  of  the  elements  of  Carbonic  Acid  into  an  organic- 
compound,  you  have  enriched  Science  with  an  entirely 
new  and  theoretically  most  interesting  doctrine. 

In  your  other  memoirs  you  have  also  brought  forward 
interesting  and  difficult  questions,  the  correct  statement  of 
which,  and  more  especially  their  exact  answering,  distin¬ 
guishes  the  genuine  cultivator  of  Science. 

The  same  applies  to  the  researches  which  you  have 
made  in  conjunction  with  others ;  but  particularly  to 
that  on  the  taking  of  vapour  densities  at  low  tempera¬ 
tures,  which  research  lays  the  foundation  of  a  fresh  advance 
in  Science,  and  the  excellence  of  which  the  name  of  Play¬ 
fair  guarantees. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 


J.  A.  Wanklyn,  Esq. 


LEOPOLD  YON  PEBAL. 

Professor  of  Chemistry. 


NY. — From  Thomas  Archer,  Esq.,  Director  of  the  Industrial 

Museum  of  Scotland. 

Edinburgh,  15th  January,  1862. 

My  Dear  Mr  Wanklyn, 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  assure  you 
that  I  sincerely  hope  that  you  will  be  successful  in  your 
efforts  to  obtain  the  Aberdeen  chair ;  and  it  is  my  belief 
that  you  are  not  only  eminently  fitted  for  it,  but  that,  by 
your  valuable  contributions  to  chemical  science,  you  are 
fully  deserving  the  favourable  opinions  of  the  good  people 
at  Aberdeen. 

Should  you  succeed  we  shall  be  the  losers  ;  nevertheless 
as  it  would  be  for  your  interest  you  have  the  warm  wishes 
for  success  of 

Y ours  faithfully, 

THOS.  ARCHER. 
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X  V I — From  Dr.  Adolph  Baeyer,  Professor  of  Chemistry, 

Berlin. 

Herr  J.  A.  Wanklyn  ist  mir  in  Folge  eines  langeren 
Aufenthalts  in  Heidelberg  personlich  bekannt,  nnd  ich 
habe  dorfc  vielfache  Gelegenheit  gehabt  mich  von  seiner 
Begabung  fiir  chemische  Untersncbnngen  zn  iiberzeugen. 
Seine  Entdeckung  der  Synthese  der  Essigsaure  und  Pro- 
pionsaure  aus  Natrium-methyl  oder  Natrium-athyl  und 
Kohlensaure  ist  zu  bekannt  und  hat  in  diesem  Zweige  der 
Wissenschaft  zu  sehr  Epoche  gemacht,  um  es  noting  zu 
machen  die  Aufmerksamkeit  einer  wisSenschaftlichen 
Beurtheilung  darauf  bin  zu  lenken.  Ich  mochte  vielmehr 
darauf  hinweisen,  dass  Herr  Wanklyn  in  einem  seltenen 
Grade  die  Talente  fiir  praparative  chemische  Gntersuch- 
ungen  und  fiir  physikalisch  chemische  mit  einander  verei- 
nigt,  eine  Yereinigung  die  eben  so  selten  als  fruchtbring- 
end  ist.  Seine  letzten  Enter suchungen  iiber  die  Dampf- 
dichte  in  Gemeinschaft  mit  Playfair  haben  hiervon  einen 
thatsachlichen  Beweis  geliefert  und  berechtigen  zu  der 
Erwartung,  dass  Herr  Wanklyn  dazu  bestimmt  ist  eine 
hervorragende  Stelle  in  der  Wissenschaft  einzunehmen. 

Dr.  Ad.  BAEYER, 

Docent  an  der  U niversitat  und  Lehrer  der  organischen 
Chemie  am  Gewerbeinstitut. 

Berlin,  den  30ten  Januar,  1862. 


( Translation .J 

Mr  J.  A,  Wanklyn  became  personally  known  to  me 
during  a  long  sojourn  in  Heidelberg,  where  I  had  abun¬ 
dant  opportunity  of  remarking  his  aptitude  for  chemical 
investigations.  His  discovery  of  the  Synthesis  of  Acetic 
and  Propionic  Acids  from  Sodium-methyl  or  Sodium-ethyl 
and  Carbonic  Acids,  is  too  well  known  and  has  too  clearly 
defined  an  epoch  in  this  department  of  Science,  to  render 
any  further  mention  from  me  at  all  necessary. 

I  prefer  rather  to  state  that  Mr  Wanklyn  unites,  in  an 
unusual  degree,  the  talent  for  preparative  chemistry,  with 
that  for  physico-chemical  investigations — a  union  which 
is  as  rare  as  it  is  fruitful. 
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His  last  investigations  on  vapour-densities,  made  in 
common  with  Playfair,  have  given  a  tangible  proof,  and 
warrant  the  expectation  that  Mr  Wanklyn  is  destined  to 
occupy  a  prominent  place  in  the  Science. 

(Signed)  Dr.  Ad.  BAEYER. 

Berlin,  30th  January,  1862. 


ft 
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THIRD  SERIES. 


We,  tlie  undersigned  students  in  the  University  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  having  heard  that  Mr  Wanklyn  is  a  Candidate  for 
the  chair  of  Chemistry  in  the  University  of  Aberdeen,  beg 
to  offer  our  testimony  to  his  efficiency  as  a  Teacher  both 
of  Systematic  and  of  Practical  Chemistry. 

We  are  glad  to  have  this  opportunity  of  acknowledging 
the  benefits  we  have  derived  from  his  instruction ;  and  we 
hope  he  may  attain  that  position  to  which  his  eminent 
scientific  acquirements  justify  him  in  aspiring. 

(Here  follow  seventy -seven  Signatures.) 


II. — From  A.  Schrotter,  Professor  of  Chemistry  at  the  Imperial 

Polytechnic  School  of  Vienna. 

The  investigations  in  Chemistry,  published  by  Mr  J.  A. 
Wanklyn,  Demonstrator  of  Chemistry  at  the  University  of 
Edinburgh,  show  so  high  a  degree  of  penetration  and 
talent  for  observation,  based  on  profound  knowledge,  as,  in 
my  opinion,  to  render  him  perfectly  qualified  to  fill  any 
professorial  chair  of  Chemistry  with  distinction. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Science  will  be  considerably  en¬ 
riched  by  the  future  labours  of  Mr  Wanklyn. 

In  consequence  I  have  great  pleasure  in  certifying  the 
above,  and  recording  my  high  opinion  of  the  qualifications 
of  Mr  Wanklyn. 

(Signed)  Dr.  A.  SCHROTTER. 

3d  February,  1862. 


(Testimonials  have  also  been  sent  by  Landolt  of  Bonn 
and  by  Gorup  Besanez,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the 
University  of  Erlangen.) 


